Learn to read Classical Arabic for Quran recitation using
zabar, zher, and pesh.




TEACHER NOTES QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

How to Use This Qaida

Purpose Terms Used
This gaida teaches recognition and reading. It is Qaida Arabic grammar
not a substitute for oral correction from a term name I
teacher. Read every line aloud, slowly, and
clearly. Zabar Fathah a
Daily Method Zher Kasrah [

1. Name the letters. Pesh Dammah u

2. Read the vowel sound.

3. Join the letters without spelling them out. stop

. S Jazm Sukun
4. Repeat the same line until it is smooth. consonant
5. Memorize one short dua or ayah at a time.
. doubled
Tashdid Shaddah
consonant

Madd Lengthening held vowel






LESSON 1

The Arabic Alphabet

Read from right to left. Point to each letter, say its name, then say its sound.

l

alif
long a
carrier

daal

zuaad
heavy d

kaaf

-

be

*

S

zaal
dh (tongue

at the

teeth)

b

to'e
heavy t

laam

re

zo'e
heavy dh

meem

Sz

se jeem
th (tongue j
at the
teeth)

*

J S

ze seen

T || €

ain ghain
deep gh
throat
sound

J 2
noon choti he
n soft h
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C

bari he
deep h
from the
throat

wao
w / 00

*

C

khe
kh

uO

suaad
heavy s

0

S

qaaf
deep q
from the
back of
the tongue

ye
y [ ee



LESSON 2

Dots Change the Letter

Many letters share the same body. The dots tell you which letter it is.

-

¢
One dot below

*

C

Dot above bowl

B
Dot above zo'e
body

L 4

J

Dot above noon

o

Two dots above

L 4

S

Dot above curve

*

d

Dot above ain
shape

S

Two ddts below
ye

o !

Three dots above

L 2

J

Dot above re
shape

L 4

O

Dot above fe
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C

No dot bowl

o

S

Three dots above
seen

LA d

S

Two dots above
qaaf

sodS¢egbb oo wiyiagrooo




LESSON 3 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Letter Shapes

A letter may look different at the start, middle, end, or by itself.

Letter Name Sound Alone End Middle  Start
' alif long a carrier | L - -
< be b s =
< te t O e v -
< se th (tongue at the teeth) O S — -
& jeem j C Z“ = =
C bari he deep h from the throat @ (e e =
Z  khe kh z = =
) daal d S - — -
A zaal dh (tongue at the teeth) K A — —
y e r >y o+  —
y oz z y o x — —
L)'d seen S L)'d S e —ky
U4 sheen sh g e i)
L suaad heavy s 8= U = =0
ub zuaad heavy d uo uo_ - O
b to'e heavy t l’) b_ _h _39
J:S zo'e heavy dh b J::_ _b_ _b



Letter

. (ot

(G-

Name

ain

ghain

fe

qaaf

kaaf

laam

meem

noon

choti he

wao

ye

Sound

deep throat sound

gh

deep q from the back of the tongue

soft h

w / 00

y/ee

Alone End Middle  Start
¢ e | = | =
¢ & & 2
) - I 5
5 & &

s el | X S
Y
N
oo =D
o)) < /R )
S S — —
é € — -



LESSON 4 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Joining Letters

Most Arabic letters connect to the next letter. Six letters connect only to the
letter before them: ¢35 5341

I+ o U X crto+d ot+dJ+a
R e
* .0
* * * *
e+d+ow P+TH et+td+e G+o+ e
((\.L.d > ) ‘Ql.C- CEY-
THtow+ J+d+p St t o J+F O+ E
00‘ * . o
=3 <lla py=t ac

Read Smoothly

3

fossd o> 0>

3
’%

%
.
{
n



LESSON 5

QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Zabar, Zher, and Pesh
A short vowel is read immediately with the letter. Do not stretch it.

-

Y
Zabar Zher _ Pesh
Sound: short a Sound: shorti Sound: shortu

& & - < & &

-y
[ PRRY

3 g ) e ) g
P 3 2 3 P 3
p 5 - 8 p g



LESSON 6 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Mixed Short Vowels

Now mix the three short vowels. Read by sound, not by guessing.

. = - < 2 - s -
*

= S == > 2 Qs
= .0 % * Y - -7 - ooj
A8 - =y s CS

.(; v
C
&
o\
%
\Y9:

VES
S s
s o -
Ao

?

\e

0C \
Ca
3

%

G
— O\

Teacher check: The student should not add an extra vowel after a consonant. Read
&g as ba-ti, not ba-ta-i.



LESSON 7

QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Two Zabar, Two Zher, Two Pesh

Tanween adds an n sound to the end of a word.

Qaida name

Two zabar

Two zher

Two pesh

Y
\
—_—\

b

Sign

z

\

Sound

an

un

FR\

€‘

Practice

=

=

- - -

w |/>.£.>'° 3 U
..

*

0; ° -~
.\.&.«OSJLJ
0’;

z - -
g

- - /«sflﬂ,

‘n/ :.o/ 3

B -~ B — 8 -
‘ - /-) E e - ‘ *

>
=z
- ° -

4.6.‘>~)



LESSON 8 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Jazm or Sukun

A letter with jazm/sukun has no vowel. Join it to the sound before it.

° -~

R=EHT S

\%0
%
6
-

G
G
G
b

—\

(’00
\D —

J

Build the Word



LESSON 9 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Tashdid or Shaddah

Tashdid doubles a letter. First hold it closed, then read its vowel.

S5 =0+ 9

&
&
5
k:

s S jg e%., -
¢ a0

Do not skip the doubled sound in &y and NI



LESSON 10 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Long Vowels and Madd

A short vowel becomes long when it meets its matching madd letter.

Pattern Example Read

Zabar before alif 8 ‘J baa, qaala

(2

Zher before yaa sakin bee, geela

CE\
*>

*
\\O:
.q‘
*

\

Pesh before waaw sakin boo, yaqgoolu

L‘\n
e,

L
Ca
o
o
&
VAR



LESSON 11

QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Hamzah, Ta Marbutah, and Special

Endings

Hamzah is a real stop
sound. Read it clearly.

%

\
—n\
e

—\
AP —

Ta Marbutah

*0

o

In connected reading it
sounds like t. When
stopping, it is often read
like h.

Alif Magsurah

S

It is read as long aa at the
end of many words.

N\

-~ ° ~ . -

da> >



LESSON 12 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Alif Lam, Sun Letters, Moon Letters

The word | means "the". With moon letters, the laam is read. With sun

letters, the laam blends into the next letter.

Moon Letters Sun Letters

sz T ¢ O 3y
elle| 2| & 3w b e P
PR 9 L b oJ oy
Read the laam: AAS | CALISJI 3.&5.” Blend the laam: &yam Y| ualidl

=

I



LESSON 13 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Beginner Tajwid Signs

These are first-recognition notes. Learn the full rules from a qualified
teacher.

Heavy letters: 5 § b ¢ ¢ > Keep them full and heavy.
S Ll

Qalqalah letters: § L s z s If sakin, give a light echo.

Noon sakin and tanween: sometimes clear, sometimes nasal, sometimes hidden.
Meem sakin: watch for clear, nasal, and hidden readings.

Madd signs: stretch only as your teacher instructs.

-~
O S

A9 A~

— D\
-
.
*\

blie 5o et

e
'y u,)!’ ‘/°Hf
*
* ..



LESSON 14

Stopping and Starting

QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

When you stop at an ayah or pause sign, the ending often changes in sound.

Ending

Short vowel

Two pesh or two zher

Two zabar

Ta marbutah

While continuing

ax> !

When stopping

Stop without the final short vowel.

Drop the tanween sound.

Often stop with long aa.

Often stop with h sound.

Students should practice stopping only where a teacher permits stopping.



PRONUNCIATION QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Sound Families

This page helps the teacher point out where sounds come from. It is a
reminder, not a full makharij chart.

Throat Tongue

tezeoe sbowysdwpeonzds
RIIRINE U2 U4

Lips Nasal sound

gp s with ghunnah » ¢,

Pay special attentionto b b o o § ¢ # ¢ 7z because English and Urdu speakers

often soften or replace them.



PRACTICE

Revision Word Bank

One-syllable reading

Two-letter drills

S
Sukun drills
NE N
R X
A>

Tashdid drills

D, 9>
Long vowel drills
G 2

BlE

Tanween drills

\
. \

o
b4

e\
\

*
—E.’

(;0 €\
6 —

L

op)

33
‘o
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o\
\

L:



oL



FLUENCY QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Common Phrases

These familiar phrases help students move from drills to real reading. Verify
local pronunciation with the teacher.



MEMORIZATION 1 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Surah Al-Fatihah

Daily recitation, zabar/zher/pesh, shaddah, long vowels, and waqf.
Reference: 1:1-7.

> 5.0 B s 50 s 9/9

S e & @

uau\

First pass: underline zabar, Second pass: circle sukun and Third pass: read without
zher, and pesh. tashdid. stopping inside a word.

QURAN EXCERPTS: SOURCE LINKED IN SOURCES.MD



MEMORIZATION 2

Surah Al-lkhlas

QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Short surah practice with sukun, shaddah, and tanween. Reference: 112:1-4.

4. 2 ;4/} > 2 o 20 0 z
Jo-| 4l 5 o= )l
Jg ff/ g“’“ p
7
2o @ e e
dan] al]
E vy > s 57
JS A )l 9 J){, )l
¢S @ 2 s
*
Jo| | jﬁf jé,s u§; ,l 9
First pass: underline zabar, Second pass: circle sukun and Third pass: read without
zher, and pesh. tashdid. stopping inside a word.

QURAN EXCERPTS: SOURCE LINKED IN SOURCES.MD



MEMORIZATION 3 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Surah Al-Falaq

Repeated min and sharri help fluency and joining. Reference: 113:1-5.

s 20 w 7

3

»

3% -5 3 . s

Cg
&
k‘,s\
—
\és\
—_—

wl| e LG & .
I b g o
s 7 7 rd 7 w 7 7
g_,é 9 \J‘ 3 \.C o 9
Ps0 s BE o w o s
2] a9 o+ AR\ e s,
7 / 7 Ve 7
s 7 7 e 7 w 7 rd
Ko~ ‘ S‘ LD- Y
First pass: underline zabar, Second pass: circle sukun and Third pass: read without
zher, and pesh. tashdid. stopping inside a word.

QURAN EXCERPTS: SOURCE LINKED IN SOURCES.MD



MEMORIZATION 4 QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Surah An-Nas

Repeated endings and clear heavy/light contrast. Reference: 114:1-6.

) w - X B E, s 8 7 o s 20 0 g >
. ”»
Ul o, 3 \Js e ul,e)\ ny
g > /" - > - . 2
i -
Ul el
rd r
i s
Ul |
7 7 -~
0 s 2P0 w s
K & .
) P . 2 s 8 )
A p9de 3 s
7
w .‘p/ 5 > .\a 7
LTy aedd
S U
First pass: underline zabar, Second pass: circle sukun and Third pass: read without
zher, and pesh. tashdid. stopping inside a word.

QURAN EXCERPTS: SOURCE LINKED IN SOURCES.MD



MEMORIZATION

QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Common Quranic Duas 1

Rabbana Tagabbal
Minna

A dua for acceptance.
Reference: 2:127.

Rabbana Atina

A balanced dua for dunya
and akhirah. Reference:
2:201.

Rabbi Ishrah Li
Sadri

A dua for clarity and ease.
Reference: 20:25-28.

Rabbi Zidni llma

A short dua before study.
Reference: 20:114.

> wros 7 E -} w 7

/‘ 3 s 6)~‘~a S oA e

o }/:/

d}’

w Fo 5B 5 S5 -

() Gl e s Jloly 0

We 325 o

QURAN EXCERPTS: SOURCE LINKED IN SOURCES.MD



MEMORIZATION

Common Quranic Duas 2

Rabbana Hab Lana 228 £33 o Tl

QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

e s> 7

A dua for family and U'\C‘ OJ9 L“_")Jj L>)J‘ u &./A LJ

righteous leadership.
Reference: 25:74.

s s/

-’ ’}: P Y

R Y S BT T ///

Rabbana La Tuzigh L«" u w} \w“ Ja _)‘ J.z.: Lj\g é:

A dua for steadfastness.

20 w //’/

Reference: 3:8. uujj‘ ‘ J‘ ‘\'?i) g_)),é

-~
’2 7 o7 7 77 2 >/ 9W //) - 7

Rabbana Zalamna L~y U JA&: P Q\} L.,.,.cz,,\ b LJ

A dua of repentance.
Reference: 7:23.

C
/w 7 4.1 w 2 7
Rabbi lj'alni Mugqgim LLJ LﬁJJ Oﬁj
As-Salah g g
A dua for salah and jj L;
forgiveness. Reference: LSJS j
14:40-41.

PaEAr-] 7

U'J‘“"L‘ e IS

/w.a/ 2/ 2 0 w 7

§M\ﬁu$u>\u,

’.a Sa s —_— 2 2 G

‘h)@;—bb&db}

s 20 P s o5 o 285 -

uw‘ p@ TR

QURAN EXCERPTS: SOURCE LINKED IN SOURCES.MD



ASSESSMENT

Final Reading Check

QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

A student is ready for guided mushaf reading when these checks are steady.

D Recognizes all letters by name and
sound.

D Reads zabar, zher, and pesh without
stretching.

D Distinguishes short vowels from madd
letters.

D Reads short surahs with teacher
correction.

D Reads joined forms without hesitation.

D Handles sukun and tashdid correctly.

D Notices sun letters and moon letters.

D Memorizes at least five Quranic duas.

Next step: begin daily reading from a mushaf with a teacher, one short section at a

time.



APPENDIX QURANIC ARABIC QAIDA

Sources and Verification

The Quran excerpts in this teaching draft were extracted from a Unicode Uthmani text derived from
the Tanzil Project. The source must remain linked when the text is used.

e Tanzil Project: https://tanzil.net/download/
¢ Nugayah Quran text repository: https://github.com/nugayah/quran-text

Before classroom printing, compare every excerpt with the mushaf used by the teacher and check
the exact waqf signs.


https://tanzil.net/download/
https://github.com/nuqayah/quran-text

